
BHRC Committee Update 
 

Despite the recent bad weather, a relatively well attended Committee meeting was held on Saturday 11th  
December. Various issues were discussed and debated. Thanks to all those that made the journey! 
 

Handicapping 
Following on from the Council meeting on 21st November, when Handicapping issues were debated, further  
discussion was had on the subject at the Committee meeting. Discussions mainly surrounded the proposed  
introduction of in season lifts and also the proposal that Juvenile Allowances only be applied to British bred horses. 
 

The conclusion of the meeting was: 
[a] That all Maidens after the first race win enter the grade system as Grade 1 [£0] - i.e. zero earnings 
[b] There will be no alteration to grade bands 
[c] All prize money penalties to be net of entry fee and any current BHRC charges levied (this cannot be a  
 negative sum) 
[d] All horses to receive £30 per run off their handicap monies for performances in 2010 
[e] Grade 0 and Grade 1 Trotters are permitted to race with Pacers at the Promoters discretion (this to be  
 reviewed when considered appropriate) 
[f] The maximum trail of 60 yards can be deviated from in Finals not exceeding £1,000 first prize 
[g] Any Four Year Old horses competing in bonefide Four Year ld races advertised and made available before the 
 beginning of the season will be entitled to an allowance of 50% off their prize money. 
 

There was a majority view that there is merit in the suggestion that Juvenile allowances only be applicable to  
British Bred horses and this motion will be taken forward and debated further. 
 

Classic Races 
The BHRC received two tenders for the 2011 Classic races; one from York Harness Raceway and one from  
Ceredigion Trotting Club. The National Pacing Derby and European Pacing Classic were awarded to the highest  
bidder, Ceredigion Trotting Club. 
The tenders received for The National Pacing Futurity, The Roosevelt Trot and The Prakas Series have been  
withdrawn. Therefore, tenders for these races will be re-invited from the approved tracks and opened at the next 
Committee meeting in January. 
Mr Delaney, the Vice Chairman of the BHRC and Chairman of the Sire Stakes Committee, informed the meeting of 
the bids received for the 2011 Sire Stakes Series, they were Corbiewood £3300, Amman Valley Trotting Club 
£3000 and York Harness Raceway £2600. As the highest bid came from Corbiewood, that track was awarded the 
series. 
 

Fixture Applications 
The fixtures for 2011 are now near finalisation, one possible fixture clash remains and a couple of new fixtures are 
awaiting track approval. 
The Rasus schedule has been finalised for 2011, Tir Prince, Amman Valley and Tregarn have televised meetings. 
The Sire Stakes will be held at Corbiewood on 6th and 7th August  and the Breeders Crown will be held at Amman 
Valley on 30th and 31st July. 
 

Integrity Testing 
The funding of the future programmes was the main stay of that debate, the suggestion that the levy change to 5% 
of prize money was not widely supported. Two motions were put forward: 
 1. The levy charge be 5% of prize money 
 2. The levy charge be £4 per horse entered 
The majority vote supported the motion that the levy charge be £4 per horse entered. 
 

Annual Awards 
The categories of Horse of the Year, Mare of the Year, Trotter of the Year, 3YO of the Year, 2Yo of the Year,  
Overseas Horse of the Year and Special Contribution to Harness Racing were voted on.  
 

Online Provision of Streaming and Pool Betting 
There has been plenty of debate following the article in the previous Calendar by David Hood, which aimed to set 
out the opportunities for Harness Racing with regards to online pool betting. As a consequence there has been 
some discussion with E-Tote, a company which currently provides both on-track and online Tote solutions to  
Greyhound tracks within the UK and Ireland, as well as the systems used within Harness Racing in Malta and  
Karlhorst in Berlin and other trotting tracks in Europe. 
A second meeting will be set-up in the New Year between E-Tote, the BHRC and various Promoters to further  
explore the idea, the costs and the logistics of the proposal. 
 

Rules 
The proposed rule changes and insertions were deferred to the next Committee meeting in January. 




